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The Captives Ret 
FE EVR Ys OR 
The Teſtimonys of JOHN DANKS, of Colcheſter, 
and ELIZABETH DANKS, his wife, 
to the mercy and goodneſs of God, in calling 


them back to his Everlaſting truth, after 


their ont-runnings and ſeperation 
from the ſame, 


Als - 


Being warnings to thoſe that ſtill Continue in Enmity and 
ſeperation from the pretious truth and fromthe paoges 
of God, that they may Returne while the Lor 
Calls and while the day of their viſita« * 
tion continues. 
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Friendly READER, 


== Ince the dawning and breaking forth of Gods 
CIRC plorious day, and revelation of his bleſſed 
RA truth, aftera long night of darkneſs, many have 
&Y bcen the devicesof the enemy of mankind, 
& -þchrough his ſubtile and divers workings, to 
= 2} hinder the knowledg of the glory of it from 
theSons of men; and the adverſaries ot ithaye been of divers 
forts: Butitbeing againſt the Truth, they have been con- 
founded in their work ; ſo that we have ſeen it fulfilled, that 
no weapon formed againſt the truth hath prospered. And 
tho ſome from among us (by going from the power of trurch 
which once reached to them ) have come to ſufferloſs, and, 
intharloſt eſtate, haye accuſed us of falling away from what 
we firſt were, and, in the Spirit of enmity , have roſe 
up and wrot againſt us; yetthe Lord ſometimes h arh reached 
to ſuch again; and made them beare teftimony ro the truth 
& againſt their own ont-runnings, that where they have been 
an occaſion of ſtumbling , by any thing ated or broughttorth 
by them in thar ſtate of ſeparation from God and bis people. 
they might, as much asin them lyes, remove theſame by 
bearing witneſs againſt the fruirs of that : Spe hich Thea, 
acted them while they ſtood up pretendedly forthe truch'in' 
a Spicitthat was out of it. Now this having beeti the _ 
A 2 O 


Ay Friends ?eference G 


bay. W 


Ew _izizixz TT F ACE. | 
of this perſon_ hn Dankes, he found it as a neceſſity upon | 
him to bear teſtimony againſt that book of his, publishe * 
under the name of ChriftodulusEccleftone (long ſince anſwered by * 
VF. 6G.) that if it hath or may comero the hands of any who + 
may thereby haycler in, or may be ſtrengthened in  prejuclics | 
againſt the truth and the friends ot ir that have abode fairhful 
toit,, the prejudice may, as far as in himlyes, be remoyed, : 
and this his teſtimony be as publik as his aforeſaid book, + 
which is the reaſon of the printing of it, and alſo that it might * 
be a warning to others thar either haye or hereafter ray run + 
into the ſame Spirit of prejudice and enmity againſt the truth © 
andthoſe thar live in it, not to appear ſo*openly, and fo © 
rashly to accuſe us of apoſtacy , while themſelves are the | 
apoſtates: For letſuch know aſſuredly , thattho their pre- | 
tences may beſpecious in their own eyes (as his were) they 
muſt cometo judgment, andit wil oneday proveas a load |, 
too heavy for them to bear. | 

And now thou to whom this may come, who haſt had, : 
or ſtill mayſt have deſires to be ſatisfied inour principles and. * 
doſt incline to the path in when we walk, its worthy thy, : 
conſideration (tender Reader) how many wayes truths : 
and our adyerſaries have appeared and that not onely through ? 
open, butprivate enemies; and how their Charges againſt us > 
have been direfly contrary one to the other, One ſort |. 
of them upbraiding us with holding doctrines not conſiſtant ® 
with the Scriptures of truth; while other of them, being bett- 2, 
er informed of our principles, ſay they are good , bur rhat |. 
we are not. now the ſame in principle as at the beginning + 
(where as that is onely their ignorance of our principles then. E 
Others , _ that have roſe up againſt us from amongſt us *, 
bearing teſtimony to our being the ſame in principle, alledge *; 
| at 
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that we are not ſoinlifeand converſation. Thus I ſay, it's 
worthy the honeſt readers ſerious conſideration, how our 
oppolers accuſations have been divers, as alſo, how that thoſe 
latter that have gone out from us, being, astheapoſtle ſaid, 
nottruly of us, doe yet generally bear teftimony to the truth 
of our principles, in particular to that divine Spirit, Grace 
or Light of Chriſt Jeſus that discovers fin and iniquity and 
the ſufficiency of it lo ſalyation to all that obey it. And there- 
fore, my advice, in theſe few lines, to thoſe that are in- 

quiringatter the Lord, is, Let nottheſe Contradictions and 
' Aſperſions, that we have met with all , either from withour, 

- or from ſuch as for a ſeaſon have walked among us (but 
> through not keeping judgment to thg Line, have ſtarted 
| afidelike a broken bow ) deter theein thy ſincere deſires af- 

Z terthe Lord; bur incline thy mind to the divine principle of 
» life in thy ſelfe , which will cleanſe thee from that which 

hath made thee deſtitute of Gods preſ-nce, as thou keeps to 

it, and remoying that which hath hindred good things trom 

; thy ſoule, will give thee aſence of the divinebeing ; and 

> keep thee a clean and holy habiration for himſelf through 

» thy pilgrimage in this Earthiy tabernacle , untill thou 

b © finish thy cours, and thy race hereberun, and thou enter 

Is i thy reſt and haven of Everlaſting bleſledneſs, not heed- 
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iT & ingthe occaſions which, through the wiles ot the enemy ei- 
It © ther in thy ſelf or from others without, may be offered thee 
- * toceturn, norregarding thoſe that may fall on the right hand 
At 0: on the left, for offences will come, but woe to them by 
& * whom they come, butbleſſed arethey (faith Chriſt Jetus) 

* who are nor offended in me : thatrthis may be the portion 
1s Sof all whom the Lo:d hath or may yet viſit by his power 


3< (that isnow going forth torthe viſiting of the nations ) is my 
at # A 3} ſoules 


Cx EF A <3 
foules deſire, who,thoTI have here reprehended that ſpirit that 
watches for adyantages, and there-from takes occaſion to 
Caſt ſtumbling blocks in the way of the ſimple, am far 
from juſtifying thoſe that give the occaſion of ſtumbling, 
bur do adviſe all to walk as becomes the Goſpell proteſled 
by them. 


JOHN FURL7, Junior, 
Colcheſter this Gs ” 
6th Moncth. x68. 
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ELIZABETH DANKS. &<.. 


True and faithfull warning to all thoſe who have had a Convince- 
ment of Gods truthupon their hearts, and have received of 
: his bleſſed refreſhings to their ſoules, in eften meeting toge- 
| ther with the people of the Lord, Burthe way that leadeth 
to the kingdome of heaven, being a {trait and narrow way , -Oh! there 

© be many that cannot enterthrough it; it is too ſtraight and too narrow 

: forthem that rather chuſe the broad way , that leadeth to eyerlaſting 

- deſtruction, for a little mirth, merryment and vaine glory, which 
will ſtand them in no ſtead when death ſeiſes upon them, but will riſc 

: up in judgment againſt them for their diſobedience unto the Lord. 

® Therefore all yee who have backſlidden from Gods Eternall truth, 

© whichonce yee were made partakers of, in ſome meaſure, Oh! be 
awakened , be awakened unto righteouſneſs, Oh! haſt , haſt, with 

» | truerepentance, to meet the Lord, before his wrath be kindled againſt 
© you, for your diſobedience unto him, whom yce have pierced time 

| after time and day after day. Oh! all-yee who are ſtill turning your 

+ backs upon the truth, and returning asa dog to the vomit again: 
Oh: be fore-warned what yee are going about to doe. If yee forfake 

. the Lord and his truth woe and miſery will be your portion, no peace 

; will yee have, whereſoever yee flee the judgments of the righteous God 
will purſue you. Theſe things can I declare untothem to be true, for 
#this was my Condition once, after 1 for ſooke the Lord and caft Truth 
behind heck asathing of nought. Oh! then I could have no peace, 
No true reſt could I have 4s I became : The Lord purſued 
2me night and day, which even brake my heart, and there was an 
earneſt crye entred my heart The ſpirit of the Lord will not alwayes ſtrive 
\Zwith man and woman: Oh ! then I began to Conſider how often the Lord, 
231 his everlaſting loving kindneſs , had ſtrove with me, and I fſaidin 
my heart ſurely this is the !aſt ſtriving the Lord will have with me : 
Th : Therefore if yee will hear his voice harden not your hearts, but incline 
"yourear, hearken dilligently and be truly obedient to the Lord and your 
-Joules $halllive and not dye: Oh righteous God! Thy loving kind- 
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neſs hath been large unto me , thy tender bowels of Love and Con 
aſſion were towards and over me, in that long night of darkneſs 

where I wandred long as one weary and heavy laden, and where to get 
reſt } knewnot, untill the Lord God in his own due time viſited me 
with a ſore viſitation of ſickneſs, in which he brought me even tothe 
brink of thegrave, and, tothe Eye ofreaſon, notlike to live, Oh 
when death was ſet in order before me , and my flighting of Gods trut 
which I once witneſled and lived in, came over me, Oh! tin 
was my heart broken unto the Lord, and theſe were my Cryes unt 
him. Oh righteous God! if it be thy will, m1x thy judgments with met 
Cy, and ſpare me, if 1t bethy will, that I may live to thy glory ana praiſe far 
ever and evermore; that this my ſo re vijitation may work my everlaſtin 
ſalvation and tend to thy glory and everlaſting praiſes forever and evermore. 

Ohthourightcous god! whoin thy everlaſting o_ kindneſs ha{ 
plucked me asa brand out of the fire, and haft ſet my face Sion ward 
againe, Oh! living praiſes be unto thee thou righteous one, ( 
thy Love and tenderneſs there is no end. I have _ cauſe to declars 
it amongſt you, for I have received itin a large meafure.He hath broug! 
me unto a dying daily unto enmity, anda living unto righteouſnels 
where I find a quiet habitation through true obedience unto the Lot 
in whatſoever he maketh known unto me, and herein have 1 to 
with the Lord. Oh! all yeethatare backſlidden from Geds Eterr 
truth conſider what yee are doing. 1f yee goe on in rebellion an 
caſt reproof behind your backs, woe and milery will be your end, & 
yee repent not with ſpeed, Remember, the ſpi»5r of the Loyd will mk 
alwayes ſtrive with man and woman, therefore if yee love and render t| 
good of your own ſoules, and your everlaſting welfare wit}: the Lorl 
return, return unto him , whom yee haye forſaken, with your heart 
continually bowed before him. . 

Friends, theſe things opened unto me in the time of my afflidi 
that (if he raiſed me again, ) I should be faithfull in what he had ma 
known untome, and now the Lord hath laid it upon me to haſt ir fo 
that all may be fore warned of their backſliding from the Lord bet, 
the day of their Everlaſting deſtruction overtake them, for then ir 
be too late. 


ELIZABETH DaNK&s, © 


Written in the 
6 Moneth. 1680, 


” 


The Teſtimony of JOHN DANKS. 


Here is a weary wanderer in the wilderneſs, who, by hea: 
ring the voice of him that Cryes behind, thisis eway 
walk in it, is returned home into his tent ; where, by 
ſtill andquiet waiting upon his God,the Lord has shewn, 
and ſer in order before him the by-paths and miſ-ſteps, 
which he has troden eyer ſince the day he returned his 
Captivity, and broughthimour ofthe houſe of bondage, 
and ſet his face towardsthe Land ofreſt, 


H my friends! I am conſtrained to declare of the great 
OX kindneſs and long-ſufferance, of the' forbearance and 


patience of my God towards me; ever ſince the day that I was 
convinced ofthe Eternall truth of God, which he has mani« 

feſted in this our age and generation, who, by his faithfull ſeryant 
and meſſenger Iames Parnell , turned my mind from darkneſs to 
Light; which Light diſcoverd unto me the wofull ſtate and condition 
thatl wasin, asto God-wards : which when I ſaw it, I was filld with 
horror and anguisb, andthe righteous God ſet up his juſt judgments 
in me, which took ſuch ſure hold, that I could neitherdrink, nor ear, 
nor talk, nor ſleep, nor walk in quiet z but all was for judgment , that 
eyer 1 did. Sorrow compaſt me round, in ſorrow 1 layd down at night 
and in the morning I roſe up in farrow ; and this neyer ceaſed untill 
it had broke my will to pieces, and ſubdued and brought under my evill 
affeRions : and ſo brought me to wayt upon God 1n the mocking of 
Light made manifeſt in me, in the true (ilence of my ſpirit. And thus 
| theLord, byhis judgments, wrought a good reformation in me , and 
redeemed me from my vaine converſation,and then a ſecret hope of 
Ecernall life was begotten in me, and a love towards the Lord and his 
people ſprang up in my heart , with a great pitty towards thoſe which 
were without, wiich were ſtrangers in their minds to God : And when 
any of the ſeryants of the Lord declared the truthof God, Oh! what 
earneſt deſires would ariſe in me, that ſome fuch might be reached, and 
be brought to a ſence of their Conditions , and it was my joy to ſee the 
proaperiry of the truth both within and without 3 and thus the Lord 
y his judgments brought ve ncar to himlelf, tho once afar off; and here 


my aflicted ſoule found fowe joyand comfort, and here was ſome re- 
B cone 
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neſs hath been large unto me , thy tender bowels of Love and Con 
paiſion were towards and over me, in that long night of darkneſs 
where I wandred long as one weary and heavy laden, and where to et 
reſt } knewnot, untill the Lord God in his own due time viſited me 
with a ſore viſitation of ſickneſs, in which he brought me even tothe 
brink of thegrave, and, tothe Eyeofreaſon, notlike to live, Oh 
when death was ſet in order before me , and my flighting of Gods trutl 
which I once wuneſled and lived in, came over me, Oh! tie 
was my heart broken untothe Lord, and thele were my Cryes unt 
him. Oh righteous God! if it be thy will, m1x thy judgments with met 
cy, and ſpare me, if 1t bethy will, that I may live to thy glory ana praiſe far 
ever and evermore; that this my ſo re wijitation may work my everlaſtin 
ſalvation and tend to thy glory and everlaſting praiſes forever and evermore, 

Oh thou righteous god! whoin thy everlaſting _ kindneſs ha 
plucked me asa brand out of the fire, and haft ſet my face Sion ward 
againe, Oh! living praiſes be unto thee thou righteous one, ( 
thy Love and tenderneſs there is no end. I have =m_m caule to declar 
it amongſt you, for I have received itin a large meafure. He hath broug| 
me unto a dying daily unto enmity, anda living unto righteouſnels 
where find a quiet habitation through true obedience unto the Lot 
in whatſoever he maketh known unto me, and herein have 1 peat 
with the Lord. Oh! all yeethatare backſlidden from Geds Ererr 
truth conſider what yee are doing. 1f yee goe on in rebellion at 
caſt reproof behind your backs, woe and milery will be your end, 
yee repent not withſpeed, Remember, the ſprrir of the Lord will 
alwayes ſtrive with man and woman, therefore if yee love and render 
good of your own ſoules, and your everlaſting welfare wit}. the Lord 
return, return unto him , whom yee haye forſaken, with your heat 
continually bowed before him. 7 

Friends, theſe things opened unto me in the time of my affliQiog 
that (if he raiſed meagain, ) I should be faithfull in what he had mai 
known untome, and now the Lord hath laid it upon me to haſt ir for 
that all maybe fore warned of their backſliding from the Lord , befor 
the day of their Everlaſting deſtruction overtake them, for then it xx 
be too late. | 


Written in the ELIZABETH DANKS, | 


6 Moneth. 1680, 


— 


The Teſtimony of JOHN DANKS. 


Here is a weary wanderer in the wilderneſs, who, by hea: 
ring the voice of him that Cryes behind, thisis eway 
walk in it, is returned home into his tent ; where, by 
ſtill and quiet waiting upon his God,the Lord has shewn, 
and ſer in order before him the by-paths and miſſteps, 
which he has troden eyer ſince the day he returned his 
Captivity, and broughthim our of the houſe of bondage, 
and ſethis face towardsthe Land of reſt, 

H my friends! I am conſtrained to declare of the great 

OX kindneſs and lopg-ſufferance , of the' forbearance and 

patience of my God towards me, ever ſince the day that I was 
convinced ofthe Eternall truth of God, which he has mani« 
feſted in this our age and generation, who, by his faithfull ſeryant 
and meſſenger Tames Parnell, turned my mind from darkneſs to 
Light; which Lighr diſcoverd unto me the wofull ſtate and condition 
thatl was in, asto God-wards : which when I ſaw it, I was filld with 
horror and anguish, andthe righteous God ſet up his juſt judgments 
in me, which took ſuch ſure hold, that I could neitherdrink, nor ear, 
nor talk, nor ſleep, nor walk in quiet z but all was for judgment, that 
eyer 1 did. Sorrow compaſt me round, in ſorrow 1 layd down at nighe 
andin the morning I roſeup in farrow; and this neyer ceaſed untill 


| - ithadbroke my will topieces, and ſubdued and brought under my evill 


affeions : and ſo brought me to wayt upon God in the meaſure of 
Light made manifeſt in me, in the true lilence of my ſpirit. And thus - 
the Lord , by his judgments, wrought a good reformation in me , and 
redeemed me from my vaine converſation,and then a ſecret hope of 


| 7 Eternall life was begotten in me, and a loye towards the Lord and his 


people ſprang up in my heart , with a great pitty towards thoſe which 
were without, wiich were ſtrangers in their minds to God : And when 


* any of the ſervants of the Lor declared thetruthof God, Oh! what 


earneſt deſires would ariſe in me, that ſome fuch might be reached, and 
be brought to a ſence of their Conditions , and it was my joy to ſee the 
poanerty of the truth both within and without 3 and thus the Lord 

y his judgments brought ve near to himlelf, tho onceafar oft; and here 


my aflicted ſoule found ſome joyand comfurr, and here was ſome re- 
cone 
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conciliation with God. Oh happy and- bleſſed day ! Oh Lord, Þ 
let the remembrance thereof never more depart from me till the day | 
of my death. But ogg difobedience I foon loſt my condition; | 
For my evill inclinations prang up again, and, I _y careleſs and 
from off my watch, my will broke out , and my old adyerſary the devill | 
ſoon catched hold on me, and led me into by-paths and into dark holes | 
and Corners of the earth, and upon the hills and mountaines of 
imagination untill I was bewildred, and I went I knew nor” whither ; 
ſumbling and falling , ſometimes on the right hand and ſometimes on 
the left, and ſometimes, as it were, going quite back again into the 
b.n.'age of Corruptions, to wit the open pollutions ofthe world , out 
of which the Lord had redeemed me; yet in all my backſlidings the # 
Lord would not leave me , but followed me with his judgments and 7 
often filled my ſoule with terror and anguish : but my will, being got j 
out intoliberty, would not be bridled , buthardned my heart, and went 
on in ſtifneckedneſs and rebcllion againſt the Lord , and would haye 
none ofhis reproofs : where upon in proceſs oftime the people ofthe 
Lord, with whomT had walked and had union and comunion with, # 
diſowned megandpublickly declared againſt mc: which vas fuch a heavy - 
ftrozk , that it ſtruck me almoſt to death: for ſeverall dayes and nights 
together I was as once benummedin his ſences or as one paſt col 


for I was neither ſenſible of joy nor Sorrow. But when I recovered 
my ſelf, I confidred their proceedivgs againſt me, and, judging them 
to be unjuſt, I gatherd up all the ſtrong prooſs 'and arguments thati? 
could get —_ them , and away L went to the mens meetings to Vin-# 
dicate my elf, and to prove them tranſgreſſors, and foto acquit my 

{{1f: thus I went time after time from one meeting to another z and 
from one particular friend to another, and ſpake and wrote, bur all 
would not do; no ſatisfaQion could I have z which increaſt my trouble ® 
andfld my heart with a multitude of thoughts ; and how to get eafe 
I knew not. In this turmoile of ſpirit I fell to writing and wrote that 
book ſigned Chriſtodulus Eccleſton , which book 1 now diſown and 
teſtify againſt; andthe ſpirit thatgave it forth, Let the matter con-® 
tained in it be what it will , as given forth by that Spirit that is out of | 
the faith, which workes by love, which is the bond of peace; and” 
therefore, in the faith which workes by Love, itis judged and con- 


demned to be good for nothing , but for to ſtirup envy and —— 


and # 


- 
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! andtobeget prejudice , and to nourish and ſtrengthen the ſame, And 
ay = therefore I deſire all friends and people , who have anyofthem intheir 
nz | Cuſtody, or afterward shall come into theirhandsto make them null 
nd Þ andyoid. And when this book was made publick till 1had no ſatis 
al ? ion, but remained in great trouble , = was tumbled and tofſed 


les © up and down , and ſometimes ran into extravagancy amongſt ex- 
of trayagant company z and then judgment and terror would lay hold 
er * onmes- and shanmie would cover my face, in fo much that: once above 
on * all the reſt the terror and wrath of the almighty was ſo heay upon 
he # me, thatI knew not what to do, nor where to wind my ſelf, for 
Put ® no quietneſs, nor reſt I could haye night nor day, and death was of- 
he ® ten preſented before me, and whata wofull portion I should have, if 


nd 7 the Lord should take me off the earth, in that Condition; which 
rot made me Crye within wy ſelf, Lord what hall 1 do? And this 
ent & was the anſwer. - Doe wo eyill, Commit no-ſm; And at that time, I 
weB® madeapromiſe to God, thatI would take heed to my wayes, and 
he ® walk more CircumſpeMAly before him, fo that this begat an awe in 
h,* me, ſothat 1 durſt not run into ſuch cuſtoms, but was more watch- 
yy; full over my wayes; and herel had ſome peace and quietneſs of 
hrs mind; bur ſtillſorrow purſued me, and I walked witha bowed down 
g:% Spirit, ſo that I was made yery fenſible of my greatloſs; forl felt no 
red i ſuch living refrechments and comforts ifluing into my ſaute, as for- 
em? merlyI had, and! was alſo made ſenſible, that this my loſs came 
wy through my diſobedience, and my being ſeperated from the Lords 
in-2 people, and my negle& in wn upon God-: Then there aroſe 
ny # longing defires in me, that I might once more enjoy the privelidg 
nd# that] oncehad, towit Union with the Lords people, and to wayt 
all upon God; But then friends publick declaration againſt me, appeared 
ble# ſuch agreat block in my way , that 1 could not ſtep over it, butT 
aft} made apromiſeto God, that, ifever he would give me another oppor- 
it # tunity to make up the breach between us, 1 would in no caſe obſtruct 
ndZ orhinderit, anda beleif was begotten in me that God would work 
Z out my way for me : ſol waited in my longing deſires and hope 
* to ſee the fulfilling of my belief and in Gods due time he did give 
nd meanother opportunity, For according to his good pleaſure George 
n-} Fox came to town, who, likea tender and loving father who 


d, | amongſt his Children is willing to accept the leaſt ſubmiſſion from 
nd a wiltul] 


(6) 
2 wilfult Child, tooke the tumbling block out of my way, and made r 


way plaine » ſothacl wight goe and ſet down with the Lords people ar 
wait upon. God; in which ſtate I now am , waiting upon God tor the rely 
rection of my firſt Love ; Evcilaſting praiſes and thanks be unto his naiti 
forever, who has once niore plucked wy teet out of the mire, and ſer me mt 
right way » wherein E ſhould walk. | 
And now in the ſence of the ſpringings up of the love of God in my ſoule, 
I call unto all you males and females, who have been convinced, and h 
believed the truth as it is in lclus , and haye been purto flzght > either int 
winterſeaſon , or on the ſabbath day , and have erred and gone aſtray frot 
the way of the Lord, and are wandering in the dark holes and corners, a 
by-paths of trite and envy , amongſithe hills and mounraines of Imagination 
crying out the glory and power ot God is loſt ,. but that he will reveal 
make it manitelt in ages and generations to come ; The man Moſes is loſt, at 
gone out of your ſight, and you have madeyou Gods of gold and of filvert 
go before you » which canneither ſave nor deliver you , but you are Loſt 
and down by the will of your old adyerfary the devil. Come , caſt away you 
Idols of gold and of filyer , tothe moules and to the barts, for of a trutht 
glory and power of God is riſen, bury inthe dark holes and corners and b 
paths ot ſtrife and diſcord , you cannot ſee its therefore is my call ur 
you, that you would ſtand ſtill and bequier, 'and incline your hearts dil 
gently, and ſee it you cannot hear the voice of hini that Cryes behind , this 
the way; and if you hearit, thoit be never ſo ſmall and low, turn your fac 
towards it and follow it, of a certain it will lead yeu home to your 
where you may- ſet down in quietneſs and Rtilneſs atd ceas from your to 
and travell , which you have while you are —_—_—_—— hills and mountai 
ot your Imaginations , where there is _—_— bur barrennelſs and leanneſs 
ſoule; and ſo keeping at home in quietneſs and Rilneſs, you will feel and 
the glorious powerfull arm of th: Lord God reaching torth towards t 
judging » and fubduing your enemies under your feet , aud to ſtrengthen ag 
renew aright Spirit in youzand ſo you will cone tolive inthe ſence ot the Li 
of God ſpringing again up in your foules, and ſo your ſoulcs will come tol 
fed and nouriſhed with bread from heaven , Therefore come away be 
longer ſtraglers and lingrers behind bur follow him who is the good ſheph 
who tho he has hundreds of ſheep and looſes but one, he will go into t 
mountaines to ſeek him zand it he find him he will lay hum on his ſhoulde 
and bring him home and fold him among his lambes , bur it you will run 
and will not ſtand till to hear his voice, and follow him then will you dye. a 
periſh forever in your gain ſayings, Theretore as you render the good 2 
welfare oft your Immortall ſoules be quiet, and ſtand Rill, and let the power 
the Lord God work its effects in you, and bring you home to hiraſelt that ye 
may enjoy everlaſting reſt and peace with him, which is the deſire of my ſo 


who am your friend 
JOHN DANKS.” 


Written in the 4 Meunath, 1680- 
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